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Pvt. George K Knoll, 3rd Division of the First Army Corps, First Brigade, 151st PA Volunteers, Co H, At the 

Battle of Gettysburg 1-3 July 1863, Maj. Gen. George G Meade, commanding 

The 151st is known for their bravery and the number of school teachers and students that were in their 

group. They were faithful in performing their duties and stood their ground when the time came. 

Company H was formed from Upper Tulpehocken Township and Jefferson Township of Berks County 

and was organized at Strausstown on Sept 13, 1862.[i] 

In this unit were three Knoll brothers: Pvts. George K, David, and William, the three oldest sons of Isaac 

and Margaretha (Kantner) Knoll; and also their uncle, Pvt. Augustus H Kantner who is credited for saving 

the colors on the 1st day of the Battle of Gettysburg. They were mustered in on the same day. David was 

wounded at Gettysburg on 1 July 1863, and survived. 

George’s daughter, Alice (Knoll) Swank with the help of a great-grand-daughter-in-law wrote the 

following George K Knoll family history,[ii] “At age 20, George enlisted in the Union Army, 13 September 

1862. He was a member of Company H, 151st Regiment, 3rd Division of the Pennsylvania volunteer 

infantry, Potomac Army for a nine-month period. Company H rendezvoused at Camp Curtin during the 

month of September. Material of the regiment was, in general, excellent, many of the men being 

experienced marksmen and most of them well formed and hardy. (He was actually mustered in as a 

private on 1 November 1862.) By 3 December they were in Union Mills, enemy territory, where every 

inhabitant was an informer, every visitant, a spy. Unceasing vigilance, unquestioning obedience to 

orders was exacted and though a hard school, a most useful one, and the lessons learned there served it 

in many a trying hour. The 151st distinguished itself in the battle of Gettysburg, which was the climax of 

their service. During the first day of the battle, upwards of 75 percent of the men were lost. They fought 

on until the 14th when the enemy escaped. Excerpts from an encomium awarded the regiment by 

General Doubleday: “They won an imperishable fame.” “I can never forget the services rendered me by 

this regiment, directed by the gallantry and genius of M’Farland. I believe they saved the First Corps, and 

were among the chief instruments to save the Army of the Potomac, and the country, from 

unimaginable disaster.” “Its term of service had now nearly expired. It was, accordingly, relieved from 

duty on the 19th and returned to Harrisburg.” 

Additional anecdotes from the family of George include these following stories, “They all fought so hard, 

everyone was very tired so all laid down along the road to catch a nap. The army got up and left him, 

alone and hungry! He went to a nearby farmhouse to ask for some food. All they had was some real fat 

roast pork, which he didn’t really like. He was so hungry he ate some anyway and then left to catch up 

with his army. He always liked fat meat after that!”[iii] 

“Three Osborne County men, Adam Smith (also at the Battle of Gettysburg), Joe Schwaup (Co A, 153rd 

Pennsylvania Volunteers and wounded at the Battle of Gettysburg), and George Knoll remember the 

great Battle of Chancellorsville on May 1-3 1963. They were with the 153rd Penn Regiment that day. Joe 

says he ran 2 miles straight in charging, that memorable day, but he couldn’t do such a stunt now. 

Published 50 years (approximately 1927) ago in the Osborne County Farmer Newspaper.”[iv] 
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During the three-day Battle of Gettysburg, the 151st, 1st Brigade, 3rd Division was kept in reserve for a 

while at the seminary. But before the final onslaught it was placed between the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division 

and the Iron Brigade. The 151st closed upon the foe with the 15th, 19th, and 20th Massachusetts, 7th 

Michigan, 20th New York, and the 19th Maine. The History of Berks County shows Co H had 83 soldiers 

mustered. There were 7 killed or mortally wounded and 20 wounded during the battle. Two were 

captured. The site where the 151st stood in battle that fateful day is located on the site of the tennis 

court at the Seminary on Gettysburg Battlefield which is not owned by the National Park Service. “At this 

position the remnants of the 151st faced a fresh Confederate brigade of five South Carolina regiments. 

They attacked the 151st position fiercely with the 14th South Carolina in their immediate front. "Then 

the Rebs outflanked us and got a cross-fire, and we had to ‘git’.”[v]  

Pickett stated, “My division of the First Corps was closing up to attack. Pettigrew’s forces on his left had 

given way, and a heavy skirmish line began to accumulate on that flank. He saw his men surrendering in 

masses, and, with a heart full of anguish, ordered a retreat. Death had been busy on all sides, and few, 

indeed, now remained of that magnificent column.” “Pickett’s charge was spent, they rallied in a little 

slashing, where a grove had been cut down by our troops to leave an opening for our artillery. There 

two regiments of Rowley’s brigade of my division, the One Hundred and Fifty-first Pennsylvania and the 

Twentieth New York State Militia, under Colonel Theodore B. Gates, of the latter regiment, made a 

gallant charge, and drove them out. Pettigrew’s division, it is said, lost two thousand prisoners and 

fifteen battle flags on the left.”[vi] 

George K was mustered out 27 July 1863 following the Battle of Gettysburg. The monument for the 151st 

states 21 officers and 446 men were present at the battle; Killed and mortally wounded, officers 2 and 

men 79; wounded, officers 9 and men 172; and captured or missing, officers 4 and men 71 for a total 

loss of officers 15 and men 322. The 151st casualty rate was 82.9%.[vii] The statistics for the battle from 

the United States Army state a soldier in the Civil War had a 1 in 4 chance of surviving. These statistics 

show 157,289 served at Gettysburg and 51,112 soldiers died. 

After the Battle of Gettysburg all of them returned to their loved ones and were able to attend the 

Gettysburg 50th Anniversary Reunion in 1913. His daughter Alice provided this information that is an 

item in the Osborne newspaper 7 August 1913: “George Knoll of Bloomington vicinity returned Thursday 

from Pennsylvania where he went the beginning of July to attend the reunion of the survivors of the 

Battle of Gettysburg. He also visited at his old home in Berks County, Pennsylvania from which he 

migrated to Kansas many years ago. George belonged to O. M. Mitchell Post GAR of Osborne.”[viii] All 

four of them were photographed at the reunion in front of the High Water Mark of the Rebellion 

Memorial at Gettysburg Battlefield. Sadly by 1916 George and Augustus were gone. David died in 1919 

and William in 1925. 
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Considering the survival rate for the Battle of Gettysburg, the life of all of George Knoll’s descendants 

hung in the balance that day. His family would come to have an abiding faith in God and His Son, Jesus in 

their lifetimes on earth. These scriptures support this truth: Deuteronomy 32:7(NIV) “Remember the 

days of old; consider the generations long past. Ask your father and he will tell you, your elders, and 

they will explain to you.” and Psalm 112:2 (NIV) “Their children will be mighty in the land; the generation 

of the upright will be blessed.” 

_______________________ 

 [i] http://rootsweb.com/~paberks/Military/CivilWar/151stRegimentCoH.html 

  

[ii] The People Came published by the Osborne County Genealogical Society 1977, pg. 262 

  

[iii] Knoll Family History Notes 

  

[iv] Knoll Family History Notes 

  

[v] http://www.angelfire.com/pa5/mollpa/cw151stpa.html 

  

[vi] The World Will Long Remember, page 377, JoAnna M McDonald 

  

[vii] http://civilwartalk.com 

  

[viii] The People Came 
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