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Calendar No., 2228. 
{ 59TH CoNGREss, ! 

1st Session. f 
SENATE. 

AARON EVERLY. 

MARCH 26, 1906.-0rdered to be printed. 

REPORT 
No. 2149. 

Mr. WARREN, from the Committee on Military Affairs, submitted the 
following 

REPORT. 

(To accompany H. R. 7H4.] 

The Committee on Military Affairs, after due consideration of the 
bill (H. R. 7144) for the relief of Aaron Everly, reports it to the Senate 
favorably, recommending its passage. 

Your committee finds that all of the facts in the case are well and 
fully set forth in House Report 1189, upon the pending bill, and 
therefore adopts that report as follows: 

The soldier's affidavit, together with the report from the War Department, is 
hereto attached and made a part of this report. 

Affidavit. 

I, Aaron Everly, enlisted and served under the name of John O'Neal in Company 
L, Seventeenth Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, receiving an honorable discharge. 

The circumstances being as follows: I was a resident of East Nantmeal, Chester 
County, Pa., at the time of my enlistment, and while at Parkesburg, I met Lieut . 
John L. Reese, of Company L, Seventeenth Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, who 
asked me to join his company. I went with Lieutenant Reese to Harrisburg, Pa., 
and upon my arrival there Lieutenant Reese stated that his company had the full 
quota of men, but that a man by the name of John O'Neal had deserted in his 
absence and told me I should go in place of O'Neal, and at the next pay or muster 
roll he would have my true andlroper name placed on the roll. 

I enlisted in October, 1862, an was honorably discharged June 16, 1865, under the 
name of John O'Neal. 

I frequently requested Lieutenant Reese during my term of service to have my 
name changed, which he would always promise to do, but never did. 
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ll k f t amon the members of my company that my true and la!~Ja~a~!~~ ~:Z.~n akverly, ~nd that Lieutenant Reese was keeping my name 
on the roll as John O'Neal. d · t f om 

I furnished the testimony of one sergeant, a corporal, an a pr1va e o my c 
h worn testimony corroborated my statement. . 

pa1l~o ha~~e f~rnished the testimo_ny of two ac9uaintanees who have known me smce 
b" th d who knew and testified to the circumstances. 

m~ll~~hi~ ~~timony is 6n file in the War Department, as stated, and they state that 
they have not the J?Ower to rectify the matter. . . d 1 f 1 All that I desire 1s that my discharge shall be Issued m my true an aw u name. 

AARON EVERLY, 
2103 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

s rn and subscribed to before me this 25ttJ. day of November, A. D. 1905. . 
wo . H. S. KAESTNER, Notary Publw. [SEAL.] 

Commission expires February 27, 1909. 

Case of Aaron Everly, alias John 0' Neal, late of Company L, Seventeenth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry Volunteers. 

The name Aaron Everly has not been found on the rolls, on file in this oifice, 

ofRo~p:hJw~' ~evfun:e:~~rfse~h~~~J~hi~ ~~v~~!J,':]~~n~~~~ as John _0neal, ":as 
enrolled Octo be/ 1 1862, in Chester County, Pa., and was muster~d II~to cervice 
0 tob 13 1862 ~ a private of Company L, Seventeenth Penns_y vama ava ry 
v ~lun~~ers' to s~rve three years, and t~at he. W:;t-S. mustered out with the company 

as a priv~u; ~f~~i~~· f~r6~r:!n~~~~: ~11~~~ ~~;:~~a~ show the sold!er's true name, 
an~n f~~ dts~harge certificate in that name, testimd ~~y has been s!d~r::;~f~~J~~~~~:: 

On February 24, 1905, ?eorge W. Ferree, age years, a res1 • 

C~~~ter Coun~~::~·0}ec~!ega~;f<tls~~~nteenth Pennsylvania Volunteer ~avalry. 
W!l;B a ~ ' f s 'tern ber 1862 when regiment was orgamzed, to 

~~~~~ ~~t~~f s~~~;!~YCI~~d!s Mills, Vi~ginia,' June, 1865. A_aron Everly_ joined 
"d · 0 t b r 1862 The company had been sworn mto the service as a 

£~h c~o::::aani but ~he~ Aaron" Everly arriVed John O'Neal had desektedthmafing f 
vacanc of o~e The captain at once enlisted Aaron Everly to ta e. e P aoo o 
O'Nea{ and ne"ver corrected the rEoll, as1 he ~~odi:edt~~ ~~~!~~7~~ ~~c~re s~~~~~l 
John O'Neal a deserter. Aaron verY app Ie . 0 h" r name 
times to have the roll corrected, an~ he, ~he clau~t~t, ~a~led by T~~ [J~j~~nt dre~ 
~~t p~;:: 0~~ !ln:'n!~~r~~eatC:Eltti~fJes~~nO~Nae~l, ~~~ w~mdischarged a.~ 0' Neal. 
J hn O'Neal wh~ deserted died many years ago." p . 

0Thomas J~fferson Kenn~dy, aged 65 years, a resident of Parkesburg, a., m an 

a~~t~!sd!t~e~g~~cly J::n~9a0:y tps:~~n~:~~~,P~n~lsylvan; Voludteer c~;~lg~ 
I enrolled on the 1st day of October, 1862, at Harnsburg, a., an was WI _ 
co~a;any until discharged at Cloud's Mills, Virginia, on th~ 16th day ~ Ju~ee·0~8~i~ This man Aaron Everly, alias John O'Neal, I have a very c ear r~mem ran had 
case· it was some little time after my enrollment ~~~t he caJm~, tt~Nc~Tld~~~rted 
bee~ full, but some time short~y before he catlnled AIS rna~ ~ I ny to take O;'N eal' ~ 
1 · a vacancy The captam at once enro e aron v r . h t 

p~!~~~~romising to have hiffi: placed on t_he rol} un~er ~~-ow~~~~~~J;,~~o~h~eid~~-
ti':In~~~e1~at1~~~~~g f: ~~~;~n~ar~ te;~fyf~~nia Vol1~t~eer"C~~alry, under the 
name John O'Neal. O'Neal, the deserter, IS dead many years ~do. t f 5322 Poplar 

On March 1, 1905, James ~i. Kennedy, aged 73 years, a res1 en o 
street, Philadelpbia, Pa.' testlfile ~ aCs follows: L Seventeenth Regiment Pennsylvania "That he served as a corpora m ompany , 

Ca,~:¥h~t he was mustered in said company and regiment at Harrisburg, Pa., on or 

ab~'¥h~~~%~~:di~~ln~~~;·recalls the circumstances i_n connecJio~ :.itht tt~ cl~h~~~~~~ 
Aaron Everly's, enlistment in said company and regiment an o 1m a mg 
of John O'Neal, who deserted. 
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"That affiant testifies that he knew John O'Neal, who was enlisted as a farrier, 
and that said John O'Neal left the company or deserted while laying at Harrisburg, 
Pa., and Lieutenant Reese brought the claimant, Aaron Everly, with him to Harris
burg from Parkesburg, Pa., and as he was anxious to have the full quota of men he 
told the claimant to take the name of John O'Neal, who had deserted. 

"Affiant testifies that this fact, as above related, was a well-known fact among the 
men of the company. 

"That the said claimant was mustered in the company and regiment aforesaid at 
Harrisburg, Pa., about October, 1862, or in other words, he took the place of John 
O'Neal about the time mentioned aforesaid, and continued in said company and re~i
ment until its muster out, June 16,1865, at Cloud's Mills, Virginia, when he was dis
charged as John O'Neal. Affiant therefore positively identifies the claimant, Aaron 
Everly, as the same person who served in Company L, Seventeenth Regiment Penn
sylvania Cavalry, under the name of John O'Neal, and positively knows and testifies 
that he is the one, same, and identical person." 

Andrew J. Irwin, aged 67 years, a resident of Atglen, Chester County, Pa., testi
fied on March 1, 1905, as follows : 

"I served in Company L, Seventeenth Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry, as com
pany blacksmith, from September, 1862, when regiment was organized, and mus
tered out with the regiment June, 1865, at Clouds Mills, Virginia. I am well 
acquainted with Aaron Everly. He joined Company L at Harris'uurg, October, 1862, 
and mustered out with regiment June, 1865, when claimant offered his services 
to the captain. The company, or roll, was full, but a few days before claimant 
arrived a man by the name of John O'Neal had deserted, making a vacancy, and 
Aaron Everly was mustered into company under the name of John O'Neal, with the 
promise from the captain that when the pay roll would be n1ade out he would be given 
his correct name, Aaron Everly. It was not corrected, and he drew his pay as 0' Neal, 
served his full time as O'Neal, and was mustered out of service, or discharged, as 
O'Neal. Aaron Everly, the claimant, is the identical man that served in Company 
L, Seventeenth Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry, under the name of John O'Neal. 
John O'Neal, the deserter, died many years ago." 

In an affidavit dated March 2, 1905, Ed ward A. Bean deposed as follows: 
"About September 17, 1862; while at Harrisburg, Pa., enlisted as a private in Com

pany L, of the Seventeenth Pennsy I vania Cavalry, I first met John 0. Neal and remem
ber his being a member of a bob-tailed company of about 50 men, which said com
pany was merged into Company L of the said Seventeenth P ennsylvania Cavalry. 
I have known John 0. Neal ever since that time and served continuously with him 
until the end of the war, having been appointed quartermaster-sergeant of the Seven-
teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. . 

"The circumstances under which the said Aaron Everly, alias John 0. Neal, 
enlisted under the name of John 0. Neal are a~ follows: Living at Nantmeal, Chester 
County, Pa., he went to Parkslmrg, Chester County, to enlist. At this point he met 
John L. Reese, of Company L, Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, who took him to 
Harrisburg, where he informed him that the compar1y was full, but that. a man by 
the name of John 0. Neal, of Company L, had deserted, and that if Everly chose to 
enlist he could go in the place of the said John 0. Neal, the deserter. Upon the advice 
of Lieutenant Reese the said Aaron Everly assumed the name of John 0. Neal and 
served under that name until mustered out on June 16, 1865. It may be added that 
the said Aaron E verly frequently attempted to have his correct name placed on the 
roll, but due to carelessness the same was not done. 

"The real name of the said John 0. Neal is Aaron Everly, by which name he has 
been known ever since he left the service in 1865at Clouds Mills, Va. I have known 
the said Aaron Everly, alias John 0. Neal, intimately ever since his enlistment." 

Aaron Everly, the applicant, a resident of 2128 North Marshall street, Philadelphia, 
Pa., testified on April 7, 1905, as follows: 

"My full and correct name is Aaron Everly. 
"The circumstances under which I enlisted under the name of John O'Neal are as 

follows: I was living at Nantmeal, Chester County, Pa., and w~nt to Parkesburg, Ches
ter County, Pa., to enlist. There I met Lieut. John L. Reese, of Company L, Seven
teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, who took me to Harrisbur? and informed me that 
while his company was full, a man by the name of John 0 Neal of his company had 
deserted, and If I chose to go I could go in his place and to take his name until the 
next muster roll was made, so I joined Company L, Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cav
alry, in October, 1862, and served in the name of John O'Neal until mustered out 
June 16, 1865. I repeatedly asked to have my name, that is my true name, placed 
on roll, and it was always promised, but never was done. 

"I never served in any organization prior to my enlistment in that company." 
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On April13, Hl05, Emily Davis, aged 75 years, a resident of 2116.South Sixty-fifth 
street, Philadelphia, Pa., testified as follows: 

"That she has been acquainted with the claimant, Aaron Everly, since his birth, 
and knows that from the time he was named or baptized his name has been Aaron 
Everly. 

"Affiant also testifies that she positively knows that the said Aaron Everly served 
in Company L, Seventeenth Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, and kriows that he 
served under the name of John O'Neal, and that he was honorably discharged under 
that name. 

"Affiant also, by reason of her intimate acquaintance, knows that the claimant, 
Aaron Everly, was induced to serve under the name of John O'Neal through the offi
cer of his company on account of said John O'Neal haviug deserted. Affiant has 
known claimant from the day he was discharged to the present day, and therefore 
positively testifies, from her own personal knowledge, that the claimant's true and 
lawful name was Aaron Everly from the date of his birth, and he has never been 
known by any other name since his discharge to the present day." 

Elizabeth Fryer, aged 70 years, a resident of Manayunk, Philadelphia County, Pa., 
testified on April 14, 1905, as follows: 

"That she has been acquainted with the applicant, Aaron Everly, from the day 
he was born, and knows that his true and lawful name is Aaron Everly. 

"That she is familiar with the fact that the applicant was induced through an offi
cer of Company L, Seventeenth Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, to take the name 
of John O'Neal, said O'Neal having deserted, and affiant knows that the applicant 
served his full term under the name aforesaid and was honorably discharged under 
that name. 

"Affiant has been intimately acquainted with claimant from the day of his dis
char~e to the present day, and knows that as soon as he was discharged he was known 
by h1s true and lawful name, Aaron Everl;v, and has been known as such to this day. 

"Affiant positively knows that the apphcant was never known by any other name 
than Aaron Everly from the date of his birth to this day except the time he served 
under the name of John O'Neal in Company L, Seventeenth Regiment Pennsylvania 
Cavalry." 

James M. Kennedy again testified, April 19, 1905, declaring as follows: 
"That he served as a corporal of Company L, Seventeenth Regiment Pennsylvania 

Cavalry, and was well and intimately acquainted with John O'Neal, who served in 
the same company and regiment. 

"Affiant further testifies that he is now called upon by the said John O'Neal, who 
informs him that his true and lawful name is Aaron Everly. 

"Affiant therefore positively identifies the claimant, Aaron Everly, this day by 
personal inspection, as being the identical person who served in Company L, Seven
teenth Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, under the name of John O'Neal, and identi
fies him as the one, same, and identical person." 

On April 22, 1905, Thomas H. Humphrey, aged 60 years, a resident of 623 May 
street, Philadelphia, Pa., testified as follows: 

"That he. served as a sergeant in Company L, Seventeenth Regiment Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, and was personalfy acquainted with John O'Neal, who served as a private 
in the same company and regiment. 

"Affiant further testifies that he has this day been called upon by the said John 
O'Neal, who now informs him that his true and lawful name is Aaron Everly. 

"Affiant therefore positively and without hesitation identifies this day by personal 
inspection the applicant, Aaron Everly, as the identical person who served in Com
pany L, Seventeenth Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, under the name of John 
O'Neal, as being the one, same, and identical person." 

Eli Dyson, aged 67 years, a resident of Trooper, Montgomery County, Pa., testified 
on April 29, 1905, as follows: 

"That he served in CompanyL, Seventeenth Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, and 
was personally acquainted with John O'Neal, of the same company and regiment. 

"Affiant further testifies that he is now called upon by the said John O'Neal, who 
informs affiant that his true and lawful name is Aaron Everly. 

"Affiant therefore positively identifies this date Aaron Everly by personal inspec
tion as the identical man who served in Company L, Seventeenth Regiment Penn
sylvania Cavalry, under the name of John O'Neal, as being the one, same, and iden
tical person." 

The records show that Eli Dyson, James M. Kennedy, Thomas H. Humphrey, 
George W. Ferree,--- Jefferson Kennedy, Andrew--- Irwin, and Edwin A. 
Bean were members of Company L, Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cavalry Volunteers, 
and that they were honorably discharged therefrom. 
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Nothing has been found of record to show that the soldier, John O'Neal, ever 
deserted from the service, or that any person was substituted in his place. 

The application for relief has been denied, and now stands denied, on the ground 
that in the absence of any record evidence to show the alleged substitution or the 
date on which it took place, the War Department, which is merely the custodian of 
the records in its possession, has no authority of law to amend those records so as to 
mKke them show that there was such a substitution, or to grant a discharge certificate 
as desired. 

Respectfully submitted. 
F. c. AINSWORTH, 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
The Military Secretary's Office, January 16, 1906. 

The ftfilitary Secretary. 

The SECRETARY OF WAR. 
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